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Christmas 2025                 

Welcome to our newsletter for 
Christmas 2025.  We are hoping 
that our grounds maintenance con-
tractor can get the flower beds on 
Milford Road planted before the 
weather gets too cold again.  The 
soil around the War Memorial has 
been replaced and then replanted in 
time for Remembrance Sunday.  
Planning applications have been a big 
issue over the last few months—see 
page 2.  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from us all! 

SID on Brocton Road, Milford 

We have received a number of complaints 

in the past about vehicles speeding along 

Brocton Lane in both directions.  The Par-

ish Council agreed to purchase a solar 

powered Speed Indication Device (SID) to 

remind road users of the speed limit.  Local 

residents have reported that the SID had 

an immediate effect on the speed of vehi-

cles travelling from the mini island at the 

Barley Mow.  We plan to turn the device at 

regular intervals so that it can have an im-

pact on speeding in both directions and are 

seeking advice on how this can be done. 



 
Planning Update 

There are various planning applications for housing developments in 

Walton on the Hill in the pipeline: 

• Land Off Old Croft Road 

In September, a planning consultant attended the 

Parish Council meeting on behalf of Touch Devel-

opments. Previous applications submitted in 2022 

and 2023 were both refused. Touch Developments 

are now preparing a revised scheme and intend to 

submit a new application to Stafford Borough 

Council (SBC) for 40 houses on land off Old Croft Road before the 

end of 2025. 

• Land off Milford Road near School Lane 25/41031/PIP 

An application has been submitted for permission in 

principle to build 9 dwellings on this site. The Parish 

Council has objected in principle to the proposal. This 

land forms part of site BER05 in SBC’s Strategic 

Housing and Employment Land Availability Assess-

ment (SHELAA) 2024 update, which identifies poten-

tial for up to 158 dwellings between Milford Road and Brocton Lane.   

• Land off Milford Road North 25/41179/OUT 

Hallam Land consulted local residents earlier 

in 2025 and submitted an application for out-

line planning consent for 360 dwellings in 

October 2025.  26 members of the public 

attended our October meeting and around 70 

attended our November meeting to discuss 

the application.  The Parish Council agreed 

at its October meeting to object to the appli-

cation and the response is published on both the Parish Council’s 

website and SBC’s planning portal.  At the time of writing 223 com-

ments have been received on the portal with over 98% of those ob-

jecting to the plans. 

We continue to monitor these applications and will post updates on 

our website and Facebook page when new information is available 

via SBC’s planning portal.   



 

Precept for 2026/27 

The budget and precept for 2026/27 were agreed at the Parish 

Council meeting on 2 December 2025. The decision was for an 

increase of 3.6% a year for Band D properties.  This will bring 

the precept for a Band D property to £55.98 per annum, the 

equivalent of just over £1 per week.  The precept is collected 

on our behalf as part of the Council Tax by Stafford Borough 

Council. 

The precept is the majority of the regular income that the Parish 

Council have and it pays for grounds maintenance for verges, 

footpaths, Walton and Hollybush Coppices plus the play area 

and playing fields; staffing costs; and all day-to-day running 

costs for the Council.  We hope you will agree we offer value 

for money. 

War Memorial 

The planting around the war memorial at the top 

of Radford Bank had become tired and there was 

a persistent creeping weed which could have 

damaged the stonework itself so at the beginning 

of November we arranged for the plants and soil 

to be replaced. We feel it looks much better and 

it was done just in time for Remembrance Sun-

day on Sunday 9 November.  Cllr Sue Francis laid 

a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council along with The Scouts and 

representatives from Berkswich Parish Churches among others.   

Dog Waste 
We have recently been receiving more reports of dog waste being 
left on pavements for pedestrians to walk in.  Dog waste can be 
dangerous as it can cause toxocarisis, a nasty infection that can 
cause blindness and seizures. Please Bag It & Bin It! Failing to 
pick up dog poo can result in a Fixed Penalty Notice of up to 
£100.  



 

Take a look at our website berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

Stafford Borough Councillor 

Cllr Peter Edgeller 

pedgeller@staffordbc.gov.uk 

07803 276431 

To subscribe to our email newsletter please email: 

clerk@berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

Walton on the Hill: 

Cllr Ann Edgeller 

ann.edgeller@staffordshire.gov.uk 

07801 047824  

Milford: 

Cllr Andrew Mynors 

andrew.mynors@staffordshire.gov.uk  

07856 961512  

Berkswich Parish Councillors 

Chair—Cllr Alan Taylor 

01785 664473 

cllr.alan.taylor@berkswich-pc.gov.uk  

Village Gardens 

Vice-Chair—Cllr  

Caroline Pearson 

01785 661113 

cllr.caroline.pearson@berkswich-

pc.gov.uk  

Village Gardens 

Cllr Vicky Campbell 

01785 600411 

cllr.vicky.campbell@berkswich-

pc.gov.uk 

Village Gardens 

Cllr Sue Francis 

01785 665490 

cllr.sue.francis@berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

Main Road 

Cllr Bob Gilson 

01785 660010 

cllr.bob.gilson@berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

Porlock Avenue 

Cllr Beverley Hughes 

01785 663358 

cllr.beverley.hughes@berkswich-

pc.gov.uk 

Old Croft Road 

Cllr Tim Luker 

07960 043412 

cllr.tim.luker@berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

The Rise 

Cllr Ann Millichap 

01785 664036 

Village Gardens 

Cllr Malcolm Millichap 

01785 664036 

Village Gardens 

Cllr Michael Norris 

07811 250570 

cllr.michael.norris@berkswich-

pc.gov.uk 

Honeysuckle Rise 

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 

Sue Fullwood 

clerk@berkswich-pc.gov.uk 

07871 645232 
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