
BERKSWICH PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT MAY 2026 

Budget 

The Council’s finances remain sound with a fixed amount held in earmarked 
funds allocations and an increasing amount in general reserves.  

Planning 

The Council has been consulted on 16 planning applications in the year.  
Most were modest proposals for small domestic extensions or alterations to 
which no objections were raised.  The Council has objected strongly to 
applications to erect 40 new dwellings off Oldcroft Road; up to 360 houses 
to the north of Milford Road; and also to an application for permission in 
principle to erect 9 new homes near the junction of School Lane and Milford 
Road.  None of these locations are allocated for development in the current 
local plan for Stafford Borough and permission for new housing on two of the 
sites has previously been refused for this reason.  The Borough Council’s 
determination of these applications and many of the smaller schemes 
considered by the Parish Council is awaited. 

Environmental works 

The planting beds in the grass verge along Milford Road which the Parish 
Council maintain were replanted with a variety of shrubs and should look 
very attractive when they mature. 

Volunteers undertook replanting of hedgerow bushes in both Walton and 
Hollybush Coppices after the original planting succumbed to the very dry 
conditions in 2025.  The 40% rate of attrition over the year is disappointing 
but in line with the experience of larger, better resourced landowners such 
as the National Trust. 

Discussions are continuing with Cannock Chase National Landscape team 
about possible further grant aid from the Farming in Protected Landscapes 
scheme towards additional environmental enhancements in both woodland 
including provision of bat and bird boxes.    

 



Relations with outside bodies 

The Council has continued to participate in meetings of the Trent Valley Co-
ordinating Group of parish councils.  The Group is a useful forum for sharing 
concerns of mutual interest and engaging with third parties such as 
Staffordshire Police or County Highways.   A particular focus of discussion 
has been on the number and size of new housing developments being 
proposed concurrently and the cumulative pressure this will impose on local 
roads, schools and medical facilities. 

We are fortunate that Berkswich is not subject to high levels of crime or anti-
social behaviour.  The Council has regular liaison with Staffordshire Police 
and has hosted two visits by the new mobile police station to the parish 
offering a chance for local residents to raise their concerns.  Regrettably 
both visits were very sparsely attended.  

Our nominee continues to sit on the Walton Village Hall Council of 
Management providing a helpful source of liaison. 

The Council again had a stand at the Berkswich Parish fete which provided 
an opportunity to showcase its work and meet with members of the public. 
Unfortunately inclement weather and a poor location for the stall led to a 
disappointing attendance. 

Three issues of the Newsletter were published on-line in accordance with 
the Council’s decision to economise on printing and distribution costs.   

Members 

As Chairman I would like to express my thanks to all members of the Council 
for their contributions and support throughout the year with particular 
thanks to members of the Environment Group for their role in helping to 
manage the coppices. 

And finally a very big thank you to our clerk who has worked tirelessly and 
efficiently behind the scenes to ensure we are a well presented and 
financially stable organisation. 

Alan Taylor 
Chairman  
5 May 2026 


