Berkswich Parish
Annual Financial Statement — 6 May 2026

The Parish Council’s finances remain stable and well-managed. Income for 2025/26 was
approximately £8000 higher than budgeted, although £5,000 of this related to a Farming in
Protected Landscapes grant owed from 2024/25. Expenditure was lower than expected in
several areas, including office costs, grounds maintenance, and community support.
Spending on projects was higher than anticipated. Overall, the Council’s reserves
increased by around £5,000 over the financial year.

Regular grounds maintenance continues to represent one of the Council’s largest areas of
expenditure, totalling almost £13,300 in 2025/26. Approximately a quarter of this cost was
supported through Staffordshire County Council’s Minor Highways Agreement.

During the second half of 2025, the Council reviewed its short-term investments to ensure
best value for residents. As a result, an Instant Access Savings Account was opened with
Unity Trust Bank, enabling interest to be earned more effectively on general reserves. This
generated £240 in interest within six months. A further short-term investment account was
opened with Hampshire Trust Bank, with interest credited annually each October. The
Teacher’s Building Society account generated almost £1,350 in interest up to December
2025. To secure a better interest rate, the Council also moved its 30-day access account
to a 90-day access account with Stafford Building Society; interest for this account was
received shortly after the end of the Council’s financial year, on 6 April 2026.

These changes have strengthened the Council’s financial position, and thanks are
extended to Mr Ben Rowell, Chair of the Finance Working Group, Clir Alan Taylor and Clir
Malcolm Millichap for their contribution to this work.

Sue Fullwood

RECEIPTS To date Budget
Precept inc concurrent function £42 849.70| £42,849.70
Council tax support grant £1,001.69] £1,001.69
Concurrent Function Allowance £1,507.00f £1,507.00
SCC Minor Highways Agreement £3,183.00| £3,600.00
Interest Stafford BS Alc £0.00| £1,000.00
Interest Teachers Alc £1,347.41 £800.00
Interest Hampshire Trust BS Alc £0.00 £0.00
Interest Unity Savings A/c £240.85 £0.00
Grants £4,994.78 £0.00
VAT Reclaimed £2918.79 £0.00
Misc. Receipts (e.g. wayleave payments) £358.71 £100.00
Total income £58,401.93| £50,858.39
PAYMENTS To date Budget
Staff costs £16,396.25| £15,860.00
Office costs £3,492.68| £4,587.00
Maintenance costs £13,298.70| £16,700.00
|Play Area £3,785.77| £3,340.00
Community support £71.51| £1,850.00
Projects £10,848.32| £8,420.00
VAT paid (to be reclaimed) £5,589.79

Total Expenditure £53,483.02| £50,757.00

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer

28 April 2026




